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C ITY DOES BEST TO E NDURE A NOTHER YEAR
OF M YSTERIOUS P LAGUE
A LSO :

IRKSOME TROLL USES PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY TO
EXTEND HIS SQUATTING RIGHTS UNDERNEATH THE FAILING
N ARBERTH A VENUE B RIDGE

The epidemic sweeping Europe
and the Americas has found its
way to our beloved city and made
its presence felt in nearly every
corner of the empire.
Like the plagues that swept medieval Europe, this latest malady
is said to be divine punishment for
the sinful, ostentatious lifestyle of
our citizenry— spending upwards
of 5 shillings for pies sold by questionable street vendors and as
much as 1 shilling, 6p for coffee at
any number of ―The End Justifies
The Beans‖ coffee shop outlets
that seem to dot every corner.
But there are alternate theories as
to the source of the contagion.
One theory, exclusively promoted
by the Troll under the Narberth
Avenue Bridge, blames the sickness on the declining population
of feral cats in the old city. ―I ain‘t
had a decent meal in a toad‘s age‖
complained the troll. ―I used to be
able to choose between a Tabby
and a Persian, depending on what
I fancied back then‖ whined the
troll. ―Now I‘m lucky to find a
squirrel or a lost child that happens to wander over my bridge at
night!‖
The crafty troll did share hints of
his latest ploy ―off the record‖
with this reporter. ―I normally
roam the streets at night, lookin‘
for tasty treats left behind by the
neighborhood dogs… we trolls call
‗em Lawn chocolates… Anyway,
I‘ve been trying to cut back on the
lawn chocolates— watchin‘ my
weight I think you humans call it,
so I got to thinkin‘ that maybe if I
shared these doggie-sourced troll
treats with the neighbors they
might throw a cat or two my way!
Sort of a neighbor helping
neighbor idea. I collect the treats
in little bags and put them in
those outdoor cans people use to
display their valuables in along
the street once a week— sort of a
‘Secret Santa‘… it warms my cold
little heart!‖
―I know its popular with the
neighbors‖ cackled the troll. ―I
hears them in the morning sometimes exclaiming ―What the heck
is THIS?! We don‘t have a dog!‖
The trolls activities seem to be an
attempt to endear himself to the
neighborhood in the event that

his recent legal victories are overturned by a higher court. The
reader may recall the latest in a
seemingly endless string of delays
to erect a new ―troll-proof bridge‖
on Narberth Avenue, with a
smooth sealed underside to discourage trolls from taking up residence.

Americans Claim Antarctica
A ―scientific expedition‖ of seven
armed warships mapped a newly discovered continent some are calling
―Antarctica‖, quickly claiming it for
the United States and renaming it
―Wilkes Land‖ in honor of the expedition leader, Lt. Charles Wilkes.
While he was personally thrilled with
the discovery, many of Lt. Wilkes
crewmen believe the discovery may
have frozen his brain. The expedition
began well enough, with the ships sailing from the Chesapeake Bay, south to
the South American continent, then on
to the Pacific, visiting Samoa, Tahiti,
Fiji, and the Hawaiian Islands. In December 1839, the expedition sailed
from Sydney, Austral ia into
the Antarctic Ocean and reported the
discovery of the Antarctic continent on January 16, 1840 .
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Sweet Mabel
Curiosity Shop

Peculiar Holiday Presents &
Unique Hand Crafted Items
Purchases royally wrapped free of tariffs.
235 Haverford Avenue

The Finest French
Pastries in the City!
Patrick & Isabelle Rurange — Proprietaires

Fresh baked everyday!
Irrésistible!

207 Haverford Avenue
Artist‘s rendering of the Bridge Troll
( not to scale )

Sensing his imminent ―eviction‖
the troll had cleverly used the
legal system to his own benefit.
―I heard about the restriction on
evictions since this plague started,
and it gave me an idea….‖schemed
the troll. ―I called in a ‗favor‘ at the
local law offices of Dewey,
Cheatem, and Howe, an‘ they got
a local judge to file one of them
injunction things. Now, as long as
this plague lasts, they CAN‘T tear
down my lovely old rickety
bridge! . . .I just had to promise not
to eat the local judge‘s cat.‖
PLAGUE CONTINUES TO RAVAGE
With the recent upturn of plague
infections, the City Chancellor made
what proved to be controversial decisions: triple-masking requirements,
and Cricket Court closures
The decisions caught many by surprise and occurred so quickly that it
caught two teams in mid-match. Dan
Kazanicka, Wicketkeeper for a
popular local team, The Coronials
was visibly upset when the match
was called. ―I understand the need for
caution‖ said Kazanicka, ―but the
Bowler was a bit of a tweaker and
the batsman was a tail-ender and
probably going to slog sweep him…
but the umpire just stopped the
match, so now we‘ll never know! A
spokesman for the hard-hitting
Quaranteens seemed relieved however, noting the recent rain had produced a sticky wicket and one of his
players had already shelled a dolly,
so an early end was a welcome relief.

Wilkes at Disappointment Bay, Antarctica, early 1840

―Cap‘n was disappointed that every
place we went was already
‗discovered‘, and bein‘ as we liked the
warmer weather, he kept goin‘ south‖
quipped First Mate Sam Quinn. ―Pretty
soon it started gettin‘ chilly again, but
the skipper just kept goin‘ south! Soon
enough the compass froze but then he
sees land… covered in penguins! We
sailed around that place for 3 weeks
before we convinced him that we was
seein‘ the SAME PENGUINS!
Once back in America, the name
―Antarctica‖ was selected over
―Wilkes Land‖ because of its first page
listing in a book used with a recent
invention also from America— the
―telephone‖. ―At least we still have
Wilkesboro‖ lamented Lt. Wilkes.
MENDELSSOHN TRIES TO STAY ATOP THE
CHARTS WITH HIS ―SYMPHONY #3‖

Felix Mendelssohn, the German composer and conductor with the funny
accent introduced his latest musical
offering ―Symphony No. 3 in A Minor‖
in last week to mixed reviews. The
―Scottish Symphony‖ as it is becoming
known attempts to put the mystique of
the Scottish countryside to music, but
in Edinburgh one patron wasn‘t all
that impressed: ―I listened for nearly an
hour‖ complained William Watson,
―but I never ‗erd no PIPES! A Sco‘ish
tune ‗as got t‘have Pipes, don‘t it now?!‖
exclaimed a befuddled Watson.
―Mey-be the kids like it, but noot me
an‘ the missus!‖ (sic) A London performance is not yet scheduled.

Florists
In service to her Majesty and
the House(s) of Windsor
...and Haverford, and Narberth, and Essex, and Forrest Avenues!

―The Hill‖ on N. Narberth Ave

Scrooge & Marley
Counting House
Rents Collected • Foreclosures

950 Beers!
Saucy Wenches!
Delicious Food!
237 Haverford Ave, Narberth
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101 N. Narberth Avenue
―God bless us— every one!‖

New and Used Guitars
Professional Lessons on
all manner of Fretted
Musical Instruments

Danny‘s
Guitar
Shoppe
Accessories • Repairs • Gifts

102 Forrest Avenue
Narberth
When Electric Guitars are invented—
We will have them!

The Cheese
Company
The World‘s Finest Cheeses
and a gourmet selection of
coffees, teas, and sweets within
a few steps of your train.

Gift Baskets are our
Specialty!
217 Haverford Avenue
Narberth
Ivory & McHugh Architects
A full-service architectural firm specializing in custom residential design
and renovation. We deliver creative
solutions, attention to detail, and
strong commitment to service
throughout all phases of planning and
construction.
Palaces • Castles • Garden Sheds
39 N. Narberth Avenue, Narberth
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A MERICAN C UISINE
C OMES TO T OWNE

L ONDON T OWER F IRE
RULED S USPICIOUS

ADOLPHE SAX TOOTS HIS OWN
HORN THIS WEEK

An entrepreneur who recently arrived
here intends to teach Britain a thing or
two about fine dining. Mr. Thomas Darlington, proprietor of the newly opened
―Great American Public House & Restaurant‖ claims that Britons need only
expand their tastes beyond the traditional slab of meat and two vegetables
to discover spices and seasonings that
he claims can augment both of Britain‘s
seasonings (salt and pepper).
Darlington has taken the bold step of
hiring a ―chef‖, that is, one who only
cooks for a living! ―He only cooks‖
claims Darlington, ―I‘ll run the tavern.‖
Seems a rather lavish expense for a
Public House and an easy a recipe for
financial disaster to this writer. Still,
that‘s not the only unique thing at this
Pub. ―We‘re going to serve our beer
cold‖ says Darlington.
...Really. What a bizarre idea, but who
knows how these Yanks think?
Better get to THIS Public House soon, as
tasty food and cold beer are sure to
empty their coffers and put Darlington
in the Poor House lickety split!

The fire that raged in the Tower of London
earlier this year has been ruled
―suspicious‖ by Fire Captain, Fran Dixon.
―Wot, with all them struck matches lying
around on the floor and them empty oil
containers lyin‘ about, it‘s makin‘ me rethink my earlier guess of a lighting strike.
It could be that someone either did this
deliberately... or on purpose!‖
The outbreak of disease in the garrison in
1841 caused by poor water supply resulted
in several deaths and led to the decision to
drain the moat of the festering water. This
left fireman little choice but to form a
bucket brigade of local volunteers. With
the opening of trout season underway at
the nearby Thames River however, Captain Dixon thought it better to use a lake in
Hyde Park some 4 miles distant so as not to
disturb the fishing. ―It did take quite a bit o‘
time to get enough water on the thing‖
surmised Dixon. ―It was a good thing we
had so many candy buckets left over from
Halloween.‖ The day has already become
known as ―Black Friday‖ at Spots, perhaps
the soot from the fire turning white dogs
into dalmations? Police have a local teenager in custody, one William Henderson.

Belgian musician and inventor Adolphe Sax
comes to town this week from his shop in
Paris in an effort to popularize his controversial new creation, the Sax-a-phone. Mr. Sax
has applied to patent what he calls a ―new
musical voice,‖ however many here in Britain have merely termed it ―that annoying
honking thing‖. ―My— but that‘s a godawful noise maker isn‘t it?!‖ exclaimed musician and Music shoppe owner Dan Gold.
―All that squeakin‘ and honkin‘... it all gets to
be a little much, I‘d say!‖
Sax claims that his objective in fashioning
his ungainly brass creation was to develop
an instrument with ―the projection of a brass
horn but the agility of a woodwind‖. The
actual development work began when he
apprenticed in his father‘s music shop in
Brussels, but his father‘s irritation with the
sound brought the suggestion that he move
out of earshot of the shop. ―I asked him how
far away, and he said ―Paris‖ remembers Sax.
Interestingly, the instrument appears to
have taken hold in Africa, where local musicians sporting dark sun spectacles they received from missionaries have taken to playing the Sax-a-phone late into the evening
while smoking a relaxing herbal concoction.

I RISH P OTATOES C OULD B E B ETTER
The new crop of Irish potatoes is just
coming to market, and this writer is a bit
disappointed.
Traditionally potatoes have been a staple of Irish ―cuisine‖ (a term used generously) for the past century. England‘s
taste for beef has required the British
government to set aside the most fertile
Irish land for cattle grazing by English
cattlemen who confiscated vast stretches
of Irish land following Lord Cromwell‘s
reduction of the Irish landowning population in the 1640‘s. Since that time the
Irish have had to make due on small
plots of marginal land, and they found
potatoes a suitable crop to avert alleged
―starvation‖. They became quite adept
at potato farming too— and delicious
spuds could be had for just a few pence
from most any gaunt-looking Irishman.
This year‘s crop, however, leaves a bit to
be desired. I found more than a few cases
of potatoes rotting just days after they

were harvested, and rumors speak of Irish
potatoes rotting in the fields in just a matter of weeks! Obviously Irish farmers are
either over-watering or under nourishing
their crops, probably in an attempt to save
a shilling or two... but at the expense of
English consumers! One dim-witted
farmer I spoke with, Patrick Dailey, claims
it‘s a mystery to him what the problem
might be. ―Could be the Fairy Folk up to
their tricks again‖ lamented Dailey. ―I
was sharing a Guinness or three with John
Duffy just the other night, and one of ‗em
kicked the barstool out from under me!
Before I knew it, I was on the floor lookin‘
up at a spinnin‘ room!‖ When this writer
suggested that perhaps it was the Guinness itself that ―kicked the barstool out‖
Dailey dismissed the idea as blarney. ―‘Tis
the Leprechauns doin‘ this!‖ he disparaged. ―They‘re unhappy that the English
are buildin‘ houses on their fairy paths!
That‘s wot ‗tis!‖ (sic) Obviously his is yet

D ESIGN C HANGES S LOW W ESTMINSTER P ALACE
C ONSTRUCTION P ROGRESS — N EW L EADERSHIP
The reconstruction of Westminster Palace, which was heavily damaged in the
fire of 1834 continues to be plagued by
design changes delays. The Architect
chosen for the job, Philip Ivory, has
stopped all work on the reconstruction
of the former clock tower and submitted a design for a much more grandiose
tower that will ―house the largest clock
in the world‖ according to City Manager, Sean Metrick. ―It‘ll have four faces
and chime every fifteen minutes‖ Metrick explained. ―A thing of beauty… I
wouldn‘t want to have to wind the
damned thing though!‖ exclaimed Metrick. ―It weighs five tons!‖
The idea for a large clock came from
Ivory‘s maternal grandfather, Benjamin
Rolex, who dabbled in clock-making in
the family‘s basement. ―My grandfather has very poor sight‖, explained
Ivory, ―He builds things a bit oversized
so that he can see what he‘s doing. It‘s
led to a nickname we have for him—

―Big Ben‖. Unfortunately the clock he‘s
just finished is 23-feet in diameter— a
bit large for a vest pocket. Grandmom
wants it out of the basement, so I told him
we could use it in the big tower at Westminster. I do hope the Queen likes it.‖
With a projected completion date of
August, 1859 further changes may still
be likely according to Project Manager
Pierce Keating. ―We just had a proposal
from a Japanese clockmaker by the
name of Seiko‖ says Keating. ―She claims
her clock would be much more attractive
and accurate, and I believe her... But she
wants her name on the face of it and an
image of someone she calls ‗Hello Kitty‘.
I don‘t think the Queen will go for that! ‖
Final selections are being made next
month on exterior finishes, with natural
stone favored by the architect over Her
Majesty‘s choice of aluminum siding and
stucco. ―I‘m TRYING to build a PALACE
here, for cryin‘ out loud!‖ explained Ivory.
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another weak mind amply fertilized with
Guinness.
Dailey does have a plan, however. ―Me wife‘s
cousin, McDonald— he says he‘ll buy my
rotten potatoes and his French wife will fry
them up! He‘s goin‘ to America to start his
own business sellin‘ these ―France Fries‖.
Leave it to the French to have no taste at all. I
wish the McDonald‘s much luck in finding
buyers for these potatoes! Not much to make
my meal happy, I‘d say.
What Ireland really needs is a potato blight
to rid us of these tasteless tubers!

MANHUNT FOR MUTINEER!
FLETCHER CHRISTIAN,
RING-LEADER FROM THE HMS
BOUNTY BELIEVED SEEN LOCALLY
Narberth— Local constables are searching

for a man many believe to be the leader from
the April 1789 ill-fated mutiny aboard the
HMS Bounty in the south seas. The suspect
has been seen in various local taverns consuming tropical cocktails and requesting
meals with ―extra coconut sauce‖. One
heated exchange in a local Tahitian restaurant nearly led to fisticuffs. ―He kept asking
for breadfruit‖ recounted chef Mauatua—
―we don‘t have bread OR fruit!‖ Though reported to have died on Pitcairn Island where
the mutineers lived undiscovered for many
years, Fletcher‘s grave was never located and
he is rumored to have hopped a passing
American whaler and made his way back to
England. Despite his fame,
a reward of
only one shilling has been
offered for
information
Artist sketch with
leading to his
Christian in 1789
age progression
arrest. Police
suspect that locals‘ silence is probably being
bought with Christian‘s ample supply of gold
thought to be from his reported connection to
the "Bounty Tiki Lantern Co.‖ and a vast
North American paper towel empire. ―This
may take some time‖ reported Cpt. Gallagher of the police. ―He‘s not what I‘d call a
quicker picker-upper!‖
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N EWS FROM THE W ILDS OF THE C ANADA C OLONIES AND A MERICA
Desertions Continue to Plague Royal Canadian
Rifle Regiment—Americans Complain of ―Illegals‖
The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment
(RCRR) is a regular unit of the British
Army raised in 1840 and tasked with
manning the forts along the U.S.Canadian border. Recently however the
rate of desertion by these troops in favor
of higher wage jobs in America has been
epidemic. ―It‘s hard to keep lads here
when they just look across the road to
America and those blokes are livin‘ it up
and have money just hangin‘ out of their
pockets!‖ according to the regimental
Adjutant, Major Peter Roeser. In response, the Ministry of War authorized
the raising of a veterans' regiment, to be
recruited from soldiers of at least fifteen
years service in other regiments. The
apparent theory is that these soldiers are
unlikely to desert, having had years of
opportunity to do so but not taken
it. They are also more likely to be married and thus less susceptible to rumors
of fast money at ―casinos‖ run by American Indians, although the lure of higher
paying jobs in America is still a draw.

―Giselle‖ A Sensation!
Local Ballerina In Title Role

Americans, on the other hand, see a problem in the making. ―These fellers come
down here and take jobs that we Americans would do... ‗xcept we don‘t want to‖
voiced New York resident David Stehman.
―They pick apples faster ‗n better than we
can— at half the price!‖ With their military bed-making skills the deserting
troops have also gained a favorable reputation in the Lodging industry as housekeepers and as ―undocumented domestics‖
for wealthy Americans. Further, in the
more industrialized areas along the U.S.Canadian border where small factories
known as ―sweat shops‖ are abundant, the
Canadians rather enjoy the warmth. ―I
don‘t see what there‘s to complain about,
eh?‖ said former Corporal Sam Quinn. ―I
like the warmer working conditions... and
we can still play hockey 5 months a year!
The beer‘s terrible though.‖ Sealing the
border with the installation of a handsome
900-mile white picket fence is being considered by the Tyler administration in an
effort to stem the tide of the ―Maple Leafs‖.

B ANK F AILURES C ONTINUE

IN

Giselle, first presented by the Ballet du

Théâtre de l'Académie Royale de
Musique in Paris in June 1841, and this
year at Her Majesty's Theatre in London, continues to win acclaim at its
Philadelphia premier for lead performer, Ms. Marla Kaine, owner of Swan
Dancewear in Narberth. Working as an
understudy to the
renowned Carlota
Grissi who performed
for Her Majesty, Ms..
Kaine was awarded
the part after it was Marla Kaine as Giselle
found that Ms. Grissi could no longer
perform her role, since she had agreed
to work for one Duke Albrecht, who has
founded a shoppe of supplies for gardening and lawn maintenance for the
surrounding estates. Albrecht‘s has a
selection of gardening implements and
both horse and cow manure. Ms. Grissi
looks forward to her new role as a shopkeeper.

A MERICA - W ORLD E CONOMIES

IN

D ECLINE

Philadelphia- The Pennsylvania char- public funds from the Bank in 1840 and bank and government officials would
tered Bank of the United States failed
amid allegations of mismanagement and
bribery. The Bank of the United States
owes the Bank of England $23,000,000
and this debt is unlikely to be recovered.
This latest failure is the most sensational
of the past two years with 343 of 850
American banks having failed, severely
damaging America‘s credit reputation in
Europe. Europe too has not been immune
from the widespread recession, with the
Bank of Belgium‘s recent failure and the
Bank of England‘s borrowing of
£2,500,000 from the Bank of France.
Former American President Van Buren
had refused to renew the Bank of the
United States‘ charter and rumors of
bribery surround Pennsylvania‘s decision
to charter the Bank. The American federal government began withdrawing

as American banks began failing despite
extensive borrowing from other banks,
and ordered a suspension of business until
investigators could arrange for several
deposits to keep the Bank solvent. Despite these efforts, runs on the Bank of the
United States commenced as soon as it
reopened and within weeks its capital
was again depleted, forcing a second suspension and finally closure.
Bank of England‘s Executive Committee
met in extraordinary session to consider
its response to the $23,000,000 default.
―It‘s not like they borrowed a few quid for
a Guinness‖ said Bank of England Treasurer Leslie Marshall. ―It‘s 23 million dollars, by God! We‘re talking real money
here!‖
Bank of the United States spokesman
Fred Hansell in Philadelphia stated that

H AWAII
Faced with the problem of foreign encroachment of Hawaiian territory, His
Majesty King Kamehameha III deemed it
prudent and necessary to dispatch one
Hawaiian delegation to the United States
and another to Europe with the power to
settle alleged difficulties with nations,
negotiate treaties, and to ultimately secure the recognition of Hawaiian independence by the major powers of the
world. In accordance with this view, the
King dispatched his son Alexander Liholiho, Kamehameha IV, first heir to the
throne in the Royal family, and Queen
Kalama, Mr. Edward Ridgway, Esq. and Sir
Jeffrey Asay, commissioned jointly as
Ministers Plenipotentiary on April 8, 1842.
Shortly after drawing the ―shorter coconut
straw,‖ Sir Jeffrey Asay thereafter left for
England via Alaska and Siberia on July
8th. A giggling Prince Liholiho, Queen
Kalama and Mr. Ridgway departed for the
United States, via Mexico. The trio were
last seen in Acapulco where they were
met by the Foreign Minister of Mexico, Sr.
Ignacio Mariscal. Following the usual

strive to settle with the Bank of England
in non-monetary terms, offering local
assets in lieu of cash, much to Leslie Marshall‘s chagrin. ―Their idea of collateralized debt is certainly not based on what
most economists would deem as highvalue assets!‖ quipped Marshall. ―It‘s like
they‘re cleaning out the attic; offering us
an old cracked bell, a hand-sewn flag by
a local celebrity seamstress, and something called a cheese-steak franchise?
Who do they think we are— tourists?!‖
Her Majesty Queen Victoria is considering a hard-line approach to any settlement, including repossession options on
two American States which she fancies.
―They make a most delicious chowder in
Maine‖ her Majesty recounted... ―and
that Fried Chicken in Kentucky... finger
licking good!‖

T EXAS
exchanges of iconic gifts, a Hawaiian
flower lei from the Kamehamehas and a
Mexican sombrero from Sr. Mariscal, the
Foreign Minister thought the crowned
princes and Mr. Ridgway might like to
sample the local cuisine and nightlife in
Acapulco. Later at about 3:30 AM in a
small dark alley outside an establishment
that could only be described as raucous,
an inebriated and nearly incoherent Mr.
Ridgway was overheard to moan ―Those
margaritas and mai-tais are making me
sick...‖
While in the United States the Hawaiian
delegation will seek to secure the assurance of U.S. President Tyler on December
19th of its recognition of Hawaiian independence and sovereignty. Costumed
Hawaiian dancers intend on performing
on the White House lawn despite the
Tyler Administrations warnings that
―Our Decembers ain‘t like your Decembers.!‖ With the snowy forecast, a light
turnout is expected.

Despite occasional attacks by Mexican
forces that ―are probably just sore losers‖
according to Texas President Sam Houston, the Texas fight for independence has
essentially been won and the newly recognized Republic of Texas has opened a
consular office in Britain, opposite St.
James Palace. Light trade in basic commodities has begun between the new republic and England, and although not yet
officially recognized by Her Majesty because of Britain‘s strong and friendly relationship with Mexico, ―It‘s only a matter
of time before those Texicans can make
better tequila than the Mexicans‖ according to a source close to Her Majesty.
Mr. Houston‘s domestic troubles continue
however. Despite his claims that he defeated ―Santa Anna‖ his children continue to believe he attacked Santa Claus,
making them deeply unpopular at school.
Mr. Houston suspects that the unexplained ―egging‖ of his residence may
also be tied to this inaccuracy.

PA Academy of
Ballet
World-Class Teachers
Classes for All Ages

Free Performance Today Only!
―The Nutcracker Story Time‖

29 N. Narberth Avenue
Narberth

A complete selection
of Ballet & Dancewear.
234 Haverford Avenue
Narberth

Twice As Nice
Consignment Boutique
“The Best of the Best!”
Quality Children’s Clothing &
Toys, and Housewares at Great
Prices!

250 Haverford Avenue
Narberth
Creating the next generation
of Needle Artists

The Handwork
Studio
Where kids learn by making!

Find our festival booth to do
a free craft, today!

A

P AGE 4

A NEW GASTRONOMIC DELIGHT
FROM THE GREEK ISLES
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Enjoy the Carols sung by
“Men of Harmony”

P I Z Z A!

Made possible by:
100 N. Narberth Ave.
Narberth
Proudly Serving the House(es) of Windsor

Special thanks to these
Christmas Spirits:

American Family Market
In-store Butcher service Sandwiches


Strip Steaks



Fresh Turkeys

Kimberley Bezak



Beef Tenderloin



Turkey Breast

Christine Jackson



Prime Rib



Fresh Seafood

Cyndi Rickards
Kerry Sautner
Aaron Silvers
The ―Mabels‖
The Frenches

Party Trays, Hoagies and Sandwiches
made your way!
196 Woodbine Ave
(corner of Woodbine and N. Narberth

PHO-EVER YOURS 106 N. Essex Ave
Come in for a hot bowl of noodle soup, scratch made from our traditional home recipe. Made fresh to order. Vegetarian options. BYOB.

Narberth Borough Council
Making the rules
since 1895

Apply today. Great opportunities for
advancement. Late nights guaranteed. Rate of pay doubles every year!

Vote ‗Aye‘ on Prop 10 to enjoy Free Ice Cream on Tuesdays

Narberth Dental
Group
―A Narberth favorite since Bob
Cratchit was the size of Tiny Tim.‖

Narberth

High quality dental care at reasonable
fees in a professional and
comfortable environment.

Allergy & Asthma

Dr. Katharine E. Miller
General Dentist

Corinna Bowser, MD


Dr. Dante DeCrescenzo
General Dentist

Dr. Vanessa Wang
Orthodontist

Too much Holiday ―stuffing‖? Come
to Maido! in the nearby
province of Ardmore, and try healthy
Japanese cuisine!

145 Narberth Avenue
Narberth

Treatment for Allergies,
Asthma, and various respiratory conditions



Skin Rashes, Hives, Eczema



Our Leeches are “free-range”

822 Montgomery Ave

The Narberth Dickens
Festival would not be
possible without :









Narberth Borough
The Narberth Civic
Association
The “Mabels”
Pat Dailey
Joe Gruber
Pete and Missy
The Bezaks
The Sautners

...and a LOT more “Narbs”!
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First Suspension Bridge Built in America

Philadelphia— Taking inspiration from
similar bridges in Switzerland and
France, American engineer Charles
Ellet designed the recently-opened
―Suspension Bridge at Fairmount‖, the
first of its kind in North America and at
358 feet, one of the longest in the world.
Mr. Ellet‘s suspension bridge replaced
―The Colossus‖, the longest single-span
wooden bridge in the United States
that had been destroyed by fire in 1838
and was in integral part of the
―Lancaster Turnpike‖ toll road from
Lancaster to Philadelphia. With the
final link to Lancaster effectively severed by the loss of the wooden bridge,
the Amish of Lancaster County had no
choice but to leave their goods at the
banks of the Schuylkill river where the
bridge once stood.
Incensed by the sight of hundreds of
―Shoo-fly‖ pies piling-up just across the
river, Mr. Ellet, long a connoisseur of the
dessert sprang into action.
―It was just drivin‘ me bonkers watchin‘

those delectable pastries pile up over
there!‖ said an exasperated Mr. Ellet. ―I
had to stand here and just watch as that
Tom Grady from Narberth stood over
there stuffin‘ his pie-hole and grinning!‖
I suspect he burnt the old bridge down
just to horde them pies for himself!
Well, he won‘t burn THIS bridge down!‖
Mr. Grady was not available for comment.

Tallest American Politician Weds
The man many claim to be the tallest
politician in America, Illinois Representative Abraham Lincoln, married Miss
Mary Todd last month in a private ceremony. The couple was married in the
home of Miss Todd‘s sister, Mrs. Mary Edwards, because of it‘s high ceilings.

M EDICINE AND THE S CIENCES
N EW S URGERY B REAKTHROUGH : ―A NESTHESIA ‖
Narberth- Local Oral Surgeon, Dr. Glenn

Gray became the first medical practitioner
to use the new practice of ―anesthesia‖ on a
patient on March 30, 1842 for the removal
of a tooth.
Dr. Gray received his medical degree from
the University of Pennsylvania in 1839.
After a brief period of studying surgery in
New York hospitals, Gray returned to his
hometown to ―try some ideas on the locals‖.
While in college, Gray had some experience with ―ether frolics‖ and thought there
was some possibility the development of an
anesthetic to lessen the extreme pain surgery patients had to endure. ―Me and a few
of the lads back in medical school, we quite
enjoyed soaking our kerchiefs in ether and
pranking each other!‖ recounted Gray. ―It
made for a few rather sore knots on the head
when the floor came rushing up, but all in
good fun!‖ He did not have access to the
nitrous oxide that he had been so fond of
and familiar with in his college years, so he
began experimenting with sulfuric ether.

N ORTH A MERICAN V OLCANO
One of the most active volcanoes on the
North American continent, Mt. St. Helens erupted recently on November
22nd throwing stone and cinder up to
three miles away and ash to as far away
as Dallas, Texas. While not unknown to
seismic activity, it is thought that this
latest eruption may have been inadvertently triggered by a local amateur
climber Mike O‘Donnell, spotted near
the summit with friends. Following
tremors felt throughout the region,
while exploring the top of the mountain
O‘Donnell jokingly picked up a large,
pointed stick, and just before stabbing it
into a steam vent shouted ―Hey lads—
watch THIS!‖
The remnants of one of Mr. O‘Donnell‘s
shoes was later found some two miles
distant from the summit, and his pinky
finger just outside Denver.

Careful observation showed him that patients suffered no pain when under the influence of this gas, even when severely cut
or drilled. Gray took the inevitable next
step on March 30, 1842. After having three
teeth gold-capped, his patient, Sam Quinn
indicated that he was a bit short on cash and
unable to pay for the doctor‘s services. In the
ensuing heated discussion Dr. Gray grabbed
what he thought was a cloth soaked in water
in an attempt to induce payment through a
technique he calls ―gentle persuasion‖. Unknown to Dr. Gray, the cloth was in fact,
soaked with sulfuric ether. ―I thought I‘d
killed ‗im!‖ said a surprised Dr. Gray, but
when he found Mr. Quinn to be still breathing, he took the opportunity to ―recover‖ the
yet unused gold teeth. When Mr. Quinn
finally regained consciousness some 3 days
later he was three teeth lighter but felt no
pain at all! ―Next time I‘ll probably use a bit
less ether though‖ said a relieved Dr. Gray.
―...and get payment in advance!‖

Bryant
& Carroll
Making
Narberth
bloody
brilliant

again.

T H E

P O N D
S PORT

It seems that Cricket has taken a good hold
in the America‘s, and Philadelphia is its
―Mecca‖. Now played in numerous cities
along the Eastern U.S., Philadelphia has the
advantage of stimulus provided by the
influx of a number of Lancashire and Yorkshire hosiery and mill-workers, and these
working class English communities are still
hard at work promoting Cricket. Last year
a group of hosiery weavers scheduled
matches on holidays and Saturday afternoons attracting local boys and young men
to the game. Philadelphia Cricket has now
been judged good enough to play full
strength Australia and the first-class English clubs. An American player even
headed the first-class averages!
Still, some differences have begun to annoy
British players. ―These Yanks, they‘re always talking about ―running Home‖ says
Wicketkeeper Dan Kazanicka. ―Why are
they always wanting to go home? I never
know if they‘re gonna finish the game!?‖
Cricket appears to have some competition
as of late too; a game called ―Baseball‖ has
been introduced with favorable results. ―I
prefer Baseball says a local fan, Ira
Winston, ―It‘s got beer and bratwurst... I ain‘t
much of a tea and finger sandwich guy.‖

Costa
Auto Repair
845 Montgomery Ave
“Horseless
carriages are our
specialty!”

Many Thanks for
years of service:

Fourth of July
Committee!

H ANS C HRISTIAN
A NDERSEN VISITS L ONDON
Famed Danish author Hans Christian
Andersen visited London last month and
was delighted to see his books of children's stories prominently displayed in
booksellers shop windows and public
libraries. Mr. Andersen now has three
books translated into English and is reportedly working on a fourth.
His most popular short story for children
to-date regards a young swan accidentally separated from it‘s mother, but
adopted by a family of ducks. Often
teased by his new siblings for his ugliness, he eventually grows to become a
graceful swan. This story is beloved by
children but lacks a memorable plot
and, unfortunately for Andersen probably destined for the discount rack.
A second story that is popular in Denmark but not yet capturing the imagination of children here is that of the young
mermaid daughter of King Neptune
who falls in love with a human. The
story features a singing crab and talking
flounder.
Interesting imaginations, Danes.

The Narberth Dickens
Festival is an irresponsible
production of the Narberth Business Association and intended for the
enjoyment of all.
If you‘re not having fun,
you‘re just not trying!
The Festival is free to all,
but kindly consider supporting those merchants
who have braved the elements, dressed foolishly
and cooperated with our
outrageous demands to be
in the spirit of the Day.
Please watch your children—the horses are real!
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Events of the Day
11:00

―Muppet Christmas Carol‖ Narberth Theater, N. Narberth Ave
Free showing of The Muppet Christmas Carol. Limited to theater capacity of first 212 persons.
Duration: 85 minutes! Let the kids watch, and go have brunch!

12:00 - 4:00

Dickens Festival Event Programming - Downtown Narberth
- Hot Chocolate on Forrest Avenue
Buy a festival mug for a shilling and get your first cup free, from Main Line Health
- Hot Toddy Tasting - get your glass on Forrest Avenue
Buy a glass for 2 shillings - enjoy three complimentary toddies at local establishments! (21+)
- Immigration Station and Currency Exchange Booth open for business
New arrivals in town should report immediately for processing and proper coinage

12:45

Scrooge and other Dickens characters arrive by carriage
They leave Borough Hall and ride to Essex Ave Carriage Station

1:00 – 3:45

Carriage rides
One shilling per rider

1:00 – 3:00

Scavenger Hunt
Narberth Avenue Booth
Free scavenger hunt for kids. See the back of this paper for details

1:00 – 3:00

Filibuster Reading of A Christmas Carol

Narberth Bookshop

1:00-4:00

Trials before the Magistrate

The Pub Stage

12:00

Brass Trio

The Pub Stage

12:30

Kingsessing Morris Men and the Fiddlekicks Dancers
Nutcracker Storytime Show
Horn‘s Punch & Judy Show

Station Circle Stage
PA Academy of Ballet, Narberth Ave Hill
Narberth Avenue Stage

12:45

VocalMotiv

The Pub Stage

1:00

Men of Harmony
Waldron Treblemakers
Regency Dancing , with Sara Earl

Station Circle Stage
Narberth Avenue Stage
Forrest Avenue Stage

1:15

Flying Flea Circus & Medicine Show

Forrest Avenue Stage

1:30

Nutcracker Storytime Show
Horn‘s Punch & Judy Show

PA Academy of Ballet, Narberth Ave Hill
Narberth Avenue Stage

1:45

Regency Dancing , with Sara Earl

Forrest Avenue Stage

1:45

Kingsessing Morris Men and the Fiddlekicks Dancers
Vocal Motiv

Station Circle Stage
The Pub Stage

2:00

Waldron Treblemakers
Flying Flea Circus & Medicine Show

Narberth Avenue Stage
Forrest Avenue Stage

2:15

Keystone State Boychoir

The Pub Stage

2:30

Men of Harmony
Nutcracker Storytime Show
Regency Dancing , with Sara Earl

Station Circle Stage
PA Academy of Ballet, Narberth Ave Hill
Forrest Avenue Stage

3:00

Horn‘s Punch & Judy Show
Flying Flea Circus & Medicine Show
Keystone State Boychoir

Narberth Avenue Stage
Forrest Avenue Stage
The Pub Stage

3:30

Nutcracker Storytime Show
Kingsessing Morris Men and the Fiddlekicks Dancers

PA Academy of Ballet, Narberth Ave Hill
Station Circle Stage

3:45

Keystone State Boychoir

The Pub Stage

Essex Avenue Carriage Station

V OLUME 1, I SSUE 1
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NARBERTH THEATRE
NARBERTH
DENTAL
GROUP

FUZION

NANA’S
KITCHEN

PINWHEEL
PROVISIONS

YOGA GARDEN

THE
PUB

THE PUBSTAGE

CHAIRLOOM

AMARANTH
FLORIST

IVORY &
MCHUGH

THE
BRIDGE

PA
ACADEMY OF
BALLET

HOT YOGA

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

N. NARBERTH AVENUE

“THE HILL”
DUFFY
THE
GREEKS

Stage

REAL PIZZA
SURGERY CENTER
PHILADELPHIA

A. Brandt &
Son

Stage

CHEESE
COMPANY
Le Petit
Mitron

Character
Development

SALON
CAPELLI

Capriotti

PHO
LOSOPHY

BUTLERS

AMERICAN
FAMILY
MARKET

HAIRWORKS
DANNY’S GUITAR

COORDINATED HEALTH

SPOTS

CARRIAGE RIDES

Swan

NANCY HERMAN
STUDIO GALLERY

VILLAGE
TREATS

ELLIE HERMAN’S
YE OLDE PILATES SHOPPE

Dancewear

FORREST AVENUE

HAVERFORD AVENUE

HOT CHOCOLATE
AND
HOT TODDIES

NARBERTH
BOOKSHOP

POTTERY
CORNER

Masterpieces

COCO
THAI

ALLSTATE

MCSHEA’S

WARDROBE

EZ
PHONE
REPAIR

SWEET
MABEL

GET CAFE

GREEKS
NEXT
DOOR

TWICE
AS
NICE

FESTIVAL
MUGS

OLDE MAIDO BUILDING

REVIVALS

Real Pizza
The Greeks
Coco Thai

STATION
CIRCLE

ESSEX AVENUE

PHO-EVER YOURS

Carriage Ride Start/Finish

Restaurant with seating



DEA STRENGTH TRAINING

Hot Toddies here!

Stage

Beware the
South Side!
(and SouthSiders!)

Scrooge & Marley Office

Scavenger Hunt starts here!

Immigration station and
Festival Information

Public ―Loo‖

Currency Exchange
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Philadelphia Skating Club
& Humane Society
We’re the only organization at this silly festival that was actually
around when Dickens was alive!
Our Club would love to have you visit or join our Ardmore location!

If you‘re lucky enough to be Irish…
then you‘re lucky enough!

McShea’s Pub
& Restaurant

Good Food

Good

Times

Few

Whenever this
olde towne needs
Polish pottery
and handmade
ornaments, we
turn to:

English

242 Haverford Avenue

229 Haverford Ave

Coco Thai
Bistro
Authentic Dishes from the
Very Edge of Her Majesty’s
Empire— Siam!
The only kingdom untouched by
European civilization,
Siamese Cuisine will delight you

The name to remember when you want to buy or sell
in the Borough (and the surrounding kingdoms).

with it’s delicious, warm flavors!

231 Haverford Avenue

Ryan Christopher’s BYOB
This olde towne’s favorite family-owned bistro, with great dinners & lunches and legendary brunches!

245 Woodbine Ave

Fresh
Seafood

Pastas,
Sandwiches,
Soups and Salads

Housemade
Desserts

They keep giving us awards for “Best of the Main Line” — wherever the Main Line is!
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NEW AUTHOR BURSTS ONTO SCENE: CHARLES DICKENS

H ONG K ONG I SLAND J OINS H ER
M AJESTY ‘ S E MPIRE

WILL HE AMOUNT TO ANYTHING? CRITICS AREN‘T SO SURE

T REATY OF N ANKING G UARANTEES B RITSH S OVEREINTY ― IN P ERPETUITY ‖

Aboard HMS Narberth—

After
much negotiation, often under threat
of attack by Her Majesty‘s Navy, and
under the able leadership of Admiral
John Nardi, Chinese regents signed
the Treaty of Nanking earlier this
year. The Treaty has now recently
been ratified by her Majesty, Queen
Victoria, having earlier been accepted by Emperor Daoguang, the
region‘s Sovereign.
The treaty guarantees perpetual
British Sovereignty over Hong Kong
island, strategically located along
China‘s south coast and offering excellent harbor for merchant ships as
well as war ships of the Royal Navy.
The treaty is a result of the so-called
―Opium War‖ that was a protective
action for British merchants who
traded with Chinese mainland merchants, accumulating great wealth
for all involved, especially certain
Chinese regents. The growing tea
trade with China and the Chinese
desire to be paid in silver bullion
however had resulted in a growing
trade imbalance that British merchants had come to find unsustainable. Less expensive Opium manufactured in India by British merchant
Andrew (Drew) Johnson, a Greek
immigrant, has quickly erased this
imbalance, however Chinese government interference and seizure of
significant quantities of the medicine
and even the merchants themselves
had caused her Majesty‘s Admiralty
to act decisively and win both the
release of all prisoners, the payment
for all seized opium, and the forfeiture of Hong Kong island.
The island, situated at the mouth of
the Pearl River in southern China
appears nearly bare of any natural
resources or usable lumber for shipbuilding. ―What we want with this
godforsaken, mosquito-infested rock

is a mystery to me‖ complained Admiral
Nardi. ―Surely nothing will ever come of
this place!‖
After the signings and
as a gesture of goodwill, the Chinese delegation was invited
aboard the HMS Lions
as guests of Captain J.
T. Binstead and treated
to his newest victual
delicacy, The CheeseSteak.

Captain Binstead

The Chinese delegation were suitably
impressed and heard to exclaim that they
had never thought of such a clever use for
beef and cheese but would immediately
investigate including it in the Chinese
diet. ―Up until now we‘ve kept cheese off
the menu because it makes us dyspeptic!‖
explained their local chef .
The festivities lasted long into the evening
hours, with grog consumed in considerable
quantities, resulting in all parties forgetting that they had not actually resolved
the status of the opium trade. (When the
treaty was taken to Queen Victoria of
England to approve, she enquired about
the legality of the opium trade. ―You had
one job! The Americans are trading
opium,‖ she said. ―What harm can possibly
come of it? It‘s just a little pick me up.‖
And so the British trade continued as
well.) ―All in all, I‘d say it‘s been a productive and somewhat glorious day for England‖ observed Admiral Nardi.
The day was not without incident however, marred by a short but heated exchange between First Officer Robin Mazzanobile of the HMS Narberth and local
Chinese constable Lam Kwok-kuen. The
argument stemmed from the allegation
that the ship was tied-up for more than 2
hours to a Hong Kong dock, and a fine was
leveled by the Chinese constable. The fine
was quietly paid from the HMS Narberth‘s
strongbox within the required 48 hours to
avoid further incident and penalties.

London--Charles John Huffam Dickens, b. February 7, 1812, in Portsmouth,
Hampshire, has gained notoriety lately
as an author of serialized fictional
works. He began his career as a journalist, and serialized his magazine essays as
Sketches by Boz (1836). That same year,
Dickens began the comedic series The
Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick
Club (or The Pickwick Papers), which
became his first novel. It was filled with
madcap adventures of colorful characters, loved by readers if not critics.
Dickens‘ next novel, Oliver
Twist; or, the Parish Boy's Progress, also
serialized at first, was published in 1838.
This is the first novel with a child protagonist, and why anyone would want
to read the sorry details of a child‘s life,
this critic does not know. This Twist fellow is an orphan who was born in a
workhouse and apprentices with an
undertaker, and then takes up with
criminals in London! Surely the lives of a
poor child of questionable morals will
not hold readers‘ attention for very long.
However, Her Majesty Queen Victoria
is apparently a fan. How sordid!
These first two attempts at literary success were followed by three
serial novels, Nicholas Nickleby (1839),
The Old Curiosity Shop (1841) and
Dickens‘ first historical novel, Barnaby
Rudge: A Tale of the Riots of 'Eighty
(part of the Master Humphrey's Clock
series) (1841). These works are really
nothing to write home about: Nickleby
is yet another poor young man who
must support his family when his father
dies. Uninteresting. The Old Curiosity
Shop is about a girl (!) who lives with her
grandfather and helps him run his curiosity shop. This critic is curious to see if
this novel gains any readers in England,
although the installments caused a riot
at the docks in New York when they
arrived. There‘s no accounting for taste!
Finally, Rudge is a convoluted story
about the Gordon riots (ironically) of

A
M ODERN
D AY W ONDER
: “T
HE T ELEGRAPH ”!
B ALDWIN
L OCOMOTIVE
G OING
F ULL
- STEAM A HEAD
Philadelphia, USA-

Mr. Mathias
Baldwin of the Baldwin Locomotive
Works of Philadelphia has filed a
patent for what has since been considered the greatest of his improvements in engine building; the sixwheel connected locomotive, with
the four front drivers combined in a
flexible truck.
The first engine of this class weighed
twelve tons, and its performance was
so successful that orders for similar
ones have begun to come in rapidly.
Unfortunately, as with many enterprises that grow quickly, Baldwin
has recently been struggling with
some quality issues. A recent visit to
Baldwin‘s sprawling locomotive
works on Broad Street in Philadelphia shed light on a few of the problems, but they are not necessarily
unique to this manufacturing juggernaut. Baldwin has also been
quick to recognize most of the chal-

lenges it faces and has found creative solutions. For example, on the noisy foundry
floor, large sledge hammers are used in
tandem by muscular men, each taking a
turn to strike a rivet into a steel plate. Two
men working opposite each other can
quickly complete the task, but it takes a
good Supervisor to keep their work in
rhythm. Unable to hear the Supervisor,
Baldwin uses a series of hand-signals to
indicate who is to strike and when. Early
attempts resulted in injuries when a Supervisor had not used hand signals. ―I was
lookin‘ at the both of these big galoots
holding these sledgehammers‖ remembered Mr. Pepe Roni, Shop Foreman. ―It
was important that they strike the rivet
only when I was ready, so I said ‗When I
nod my head, you hit it.‘ The next thing I
know, I‘m seein‘ stars! That‘s when we
moved to hand signals!‖
Other quality issues are more challenging. Steam engines require considerable
energy to even start them, and if the fire is

not tended to properly, a cold engine can
be difficult to start. Mr. Baldwin had to
round up about 300 strong volunteers just
last week when a newly-completed 12ton locomotive had a dead battery. With
the aid of the 300 men pushing in unison
Mr.. Baldwin was able to direct his new
locomotive out on to the Broad Street
trolley tracks, but again communication
issues are proving a challenge. With the
12-ton engine accelerating from both the
strength of the 300 men running and
pushing it from behind, and the slight
down-hill slope of busy Broad Street, the
engineer at the controls seemed confused
as to what his actions should be. A
winded but enthusiastic Baldwin could
be heard shouting as he chased the locomotive, ―Pop the clutch! Pop the clutch!!‖

1780, and some young man seeking to
stir up anti-Papist sentiments. No surprise from an author who is anti-Tory
and considered running for the Liberal
Party. (All of that time he spent with
the poor has obviously twisted Dickens‘
perceptions of what is right and decent
in society.) This story features a raven,
suspiciously borrowed by that scoundrel American author and poet, Edgar
Allan Poe! When
asked if he would discuss his current works
with Mr. Poe, Mr.
Dickens replied
―Never more.‖
This year the
erstwhile author
Dickens has decided to make a trip to
America, perhaps to see about that
raven. He is writing a travelogue,
American Notes for General Circulation. Once again, it will be of interest
only to those Americans who find their
backward country important, while it
is sure to flop across the pond and on
the Continent. This troublemaker is
even suggesting an end to the American institution of slavery. Good luck
with that. Those Americans are not
going to give up their ―peculiar institution‖ without a fight! (Dickens also
tackles this topic in The Pickwick Papers.)
Mr. Dickens ended his trip
with a foray to Canada, including Niagara Falls, Toronto, Kingston and
Montreal, where he appeared as an
actor in several comedies, acting being
his first love. Perhaps he should consider a change of career?
Inspired by the snowy landscape of North America, the author is
said to be working on a new story about
Christmas. It will probably be another
hack piece featuring poor children and
will be relegated to the dustbin of history. Best of luck to Mr. Dickens!

St. Margaret School
Catholic – Private
Elementary Education

227 N Narberth Ave.
Narberth

Academic Excellence
Character Building
Dream  Believe  Discover

Visit Our School

The Editors express their sincerest
condolences to Mrs. Seiko Dailey
and Mrs. Cindy Ridgway,
annually widowed for 6 weeks by the
Narberth Dickens Festival.
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VILLAGE
TREATS
Life is Sweeter
in Narberth
Ice Cream - Baked Goods - Coffee

Scavengers Come to Village Treats, and make a choice, to get a
wooden nickel!
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FESTIVAL INFORMATION

FESTIVAL INFORMATION

Start at the
Immigration Booth

Narberth Shillings &
Currency Exchange

(at Forrest & Haverford)

If you have just entered the festival,
you must first have your passport
stamped at the immigration booth.
(corner of Forrest and Haverford)
No worries if you forgot yours—
we have one for you!
The passport is NOT part of the
scavenger hunt. See page 12 for
scavenger hunt details.
For more festival information, use
the map on page 7 and the schedule on page 6 of this newspaper.

This gold coin is worth five American dollars on the day of the Narberth Dickens Festival. You can exchange cash for shillings and gold
shillings for cash all day at the Currency Exchange Booth on Forrest
Ave.
All Festival booths and many shops
and vendors around town accept
shillings as cash today. Turn gold
shillings back in at any time. Bronze
scavenger hunt prize shillings cannot be turned in for cash.
Use shillings to Eat, drink, and shop,
and come to our festival booths to
buy souvenirs:

One Shilling
Carriage Ride
Festival Hot Chocolate Mug
Two Shillings
Festival Hot Toddy Glass - with 3
free hot toddies, compliments of the
local pubs (21+ only)

See Dr. Bari Levine when
you‘re the size of Tiny Tim,
and you‘ll still have teeth
when you‘re as old as
Scrooge!
701 Montgomery Ave

Classified Advertising
Carriage Repair Service– Free pickup & delivery. Try us once, you'll never
go anywhere again.
721 Essex Avenue

For Sale: Antique desk suitable for lady with thick legs and large drawers.
1196 Iona Avenue

Experienced mother will care for your child. Fenced yard, meals and smacks
included.
625 Haverford Avenue

Introductory Offer: Have your ears pierced and get an extra pair to take
home too!
49 N. Narberth
(ask for ―Pokey‖)

Dog for sale. Eats anything and is fond of small children. 856 Windsor

Tailoring Service: We do not tear your clothing with machinery. We do it
carefully by hand. Jones Tailoring 459 E. Windsor

Man wanted to work in dynamite factory. Must be willing to travel.
36 N. Narberth
(ask for ―Stubby‖)

3-Year old teacher needed for pre-school. Experience preferred.
1125 Essex (bring cookies!)

We have several very old dresses from grandmother in beautiful condition.
995 Rockland Avenue

Man for hire; Honest. Will take anything.

5697 Dudley Avenue

Mixing bowl set designed to please a cook with round bottom for efficient
beating.
698 Maple Avenue

USED CARRIAGES FOR SALE. Why go elsewhere to be cheated.
Come here first. 8894 E. Narberth Avenue

Widower with school-age children seeks a person to assume general
housekeeping duties. Must be capable of contributing to growth of family.
6695 Chestnut Avenue

Christmas Tag Sale! Handmade gifts for the hard-to-find person.
21 W. Iona

Dinner Special! Turkey $2.35; Chicken or Beef $2.25; Children $2.00

WANTED: Man to take care of cow that does not drink or smoke.
1129 Woodbine Avenue

361 Forrest Avenue

P UBLIC H OUSE AND T AVERN S PECIALS FOR T ODAY
McShea‘s
New England Clam Chowder
Cup or Bowl
Snapper Turtle Soup
with sherry
Bangers & Mash
Irish sausage and potatoes with
onion gravy

The Greeks

Great American Pub

Salads
Beet Salad
Greek Salad
Dickens Salad
Shredded turkey, mixed greens,
seasoned walnuts, roasted butternut squash, red onion, dried cranberry, goat cheese

Sidewalk offerings:

Shepherd‘s Pie
house fries &vegetable

Today‘s Fare
Traditional Meatloaf Platter
Chicken Pot Pie
Shepherd‘s Pie
Fish & Chips
House Burger
Turkey Chili
Cheesesteak
Chicken cheesesteak
Wings and Seitan Wings

Hearty Beef Stew
With roasted root vegetables

Tiny Tim menu for tots:

Ye Olde Gobbler Sandwich
roasted turkey, stuffing, cranberry, and mayo
Classic Fish & Chips
malt vinegar chips, house-made
cole slaw

Kids Menu

Chicken tenders
Grilled cheese
Buttered pasta
Hot dog

Best Irish whiskey selection in
towne

Plus, visit The Greeks Next Door !

American ―Hot Dog‖……$2
Exotic ―Soft‖ Pretzels . . . $1
New world water bottle.…$1
Olde English style chili…..$6

Full menu available inside the
establishment including :
Cod Sandwich
Fish & Chips
Cheese-covered sandwich
of steak
Considered a delicacy in the farflung reaches of the town of
Philadelphia, in the former Pennsylvania colony, this sandwich
has thin-sliced beef, with a layer
of cheese, and is often served with
s sauté of onions, peppers, or
mushrooms as an accompaniment

Obituaries 
Funkhouser, Jean (1947-2018)
A fixture at Narberth events too
numerous to mention, Jean never
missed an opportunity to volunteer to
help the community. A Dickens
Festival volunteer since the Festival‘s
inception in 2007, we miss her
unquenchable enthusiasm for the
Holidays and her ―can-do‖ spirit. But
she is still here—in every smile!
Hall, Don (1926—2019)
―Mr. Narberth‖, Don more than most
knew the value of contributing. An
early volunteer for the Festival, he
shunned the spotlight and was rarely
even a Festival participant—during
daylight hours. But come the end of
the Festival, in the cold darkness of the
empty streets when bone-tired Festival organizers were dragging, Don
would show-up with a couple of fresh
volunteers and in a few hours helped
us put the town ―back together‖, ensuring by sunrise that barely a hint of a
Festival with over 4,000 partici-

pants had ever occurred here. He
will be sorely missed, but not forgotten!

Editor’s Note: Most of the articles printed in this
tabloid are, in fact, based on actual historical events
that occurred between 1841 and 1842, however significant fictitious license of the facts and names has been
taken at the expense of a few good-natured citizens of
Narberth (with their permission). You should not use
this document as a credible source for term papers, a
Ph.D. thesis, ...or Wikipedia updates.

Beers, wine, and spirits.
“N O ONE IS USELESS IN THIS WORLD WHO LIGHTENS THE
BURDEN OF IT TO ANYONE ELSE .” -C HARLES D ICKENS

Narberth Dickens Festival Scavenger Hunt: 1 - 3pm
Start between 1-3pm, by getting a ―beggar's‖ tin cup from the Narberth Ave booth. Collect wooden nickels by performing
tasks , finding characters, or just patronizing shops. (See list below) Return your cup of nickels to the same booth for a prize!
Mr. Fezziwig: A kind man whose happiness is infectious. He is best judged by
the company he keeps - everyone is welcome at his Ball. Scrooge remembers how
“Fezziwig has the power to make people
happy or unhappy.” Follow the fiddle
music and you’ll find him wherever the
laughter is!

Fred: Ebenezer Scrooge’s nephew and
a happy gentleman who feels sorry for
his uncle. He is not rich, but takes
pride in how he looks and always has a
kind word for strangers. He enjoys
finding ways to re-use old things to
make artistic creations. You may find
him with one of his faithful 4-legged
friends!

Ebenezer Scrooge: He’s a pennypinching miser in the first degree. He
cares nothing for the people around
him; his only joy is making money
through exploitation and intimidation.
He hates Christmas, “a time for finding
yourself a year older, and not an hour
richer”. You’ll probably find him walking the street muttering his favorite
word: “Humbug!”

Mrs. Dilber: A washerwoman who
works for Ebenezer Scrooge as a
housekeeper, she likes gossip and is
very afraid of Mr. Scrooge. He’s often
angry and always complains when he
pays her! She’s a hard-working
woman who has a nack for hand-made
crafts. But don’t tell Mr. Scrooge— he
wouldn’t approve!

Bob Cratchit: The only employee of
Scrooge & Marley, the miserly lending
house, he still finds a way to see the
good in people— even his boss, Mr.
Scrooge! You can often find him walking about town carrying his son, Tiny
Tim and greeting perfect strangers with
wishes of a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Jacob Marley: The only partner of
Ebenezer Scrooge, he died 7 years
ago on Christmas Eve. Because of
his contempt for the poor, he is condemned to walk the earth dragging
the heavy chains his selfishness has
forged. He hopes to convince Scrooge
to change his ways... But can he?

Caroline Cratchit: Wife of Bob Cratchit and
the mother of all the Cratchit children. Despite being so busy with her children, she
still enjoys Christmas and always has a
kind word for everyone. Mrs. Cratchit may
not be wealthy, but she loves the ballet and
enjoys spending time with the dancers
there!

Old Joe: A man not to be trusted! He
sells questionable goods and often at high
prices! He’s always one step ahead of the
law—and wheels his cart about town to do
“business” selling pies, trinkets, and used
cigars! Where does he get the things he
sells? Better not tell him where you live if
you have valuables at home!

Start by getting a ―beggar‘s‖ tin cup at the booth on Narberth Ave. Find Dickens characters between 1-3
pm, and look around town for other ways to earn nickels, too! Collect just 8 wooden nickels in your Beggar‘s
cup and return to the same booth for your prize—a bronze Narberth Shilling to spend anywhere in the festival. The shilling is worth $5 American dollars , so buy whatever you want at the festival. Buy a mug of hot
chocolate ! Take a carriage ride! Spend it in one of our shops or restaurants or at one of the street vendors!
Bronze ―prize‖ shillings are not redeemable for American dollars—so go spend it!

Be on the lookout for other ways around town to earn a wooden nickel, too. Some are as easy as:


Find Scrooge and all the rest of the Dickens characters around town (see above)



Sing a Christmas Carol for our friends at Sweet Mabel in
your best British accent



Dance with Fezziwig



Take a selfie or buy something to eat at Nana‘s



Buy something from Old Joe





Take a selfie or buy a gift at Twice As Nice (or both)

Learn some new moves from the dancers outside at The
Pennsylvania Academy of Ballet (on The Hill)



Make a choice at Village Treats





Find Father Christmas at Amaranth Florists new location on ―The Hill‖ of Narberth Ave

Show your smile over at the Growing Smiles booth (She‘s
the nice new dentist in town)





Make a craft at The Handwork Studio booth

Stretch at Ye Olde Pilates Shoppe (Ellie Herman‘s new
studio on Essex)



Buy or try a sample of some food at Pinwheel Provisions

